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petition cases and fee agreement cases for which there is outstanding development. While we agree that, in
general, attorneys should receive their fees timely, there are cases in which the extra time needed to process the
attorney fee payment is not within SSAs control. These cases include not only fee agreement cases with out-
standing development, but virtually all fee petition cases, since the attorney is not required to file a request for
payment until 60 days from the date of the decision, and may even request an extension beyond the 60 days. In
addition, some cases take significantly longer to pay because of the need to develop additional evidence, such
as proof of workers compensation payments. The estimated 123 million in proceeds from the 6. 3 percent
assessment over the first 5 years would be directed to the title Il trust funds. Thus, any restriction on SSAs ability
to impose the assessment would result in a loss to the trust funds. For instance, in the case of a 30-day time
limit, the Actuaries estimate that about two-thirds of the payments would be lost. Extending Attorney Fee
Withholding to the SSI Program SSl is a means-tested program providing cash assistance to aged, blind, and
dis-abled individuals whose incomes and resources are below minimal levels set by law. Currently, individuals
with countable income above 512 a month and countable re-sources above 2, 000 are not eligible for SSI. As
you can see, SSI beneficiaries are among the most vulnerable Americans in that they have little in the way of
other income or personal savings. Arguably, SSI applicants are even...
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