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book. ALASKA. Long ago we invited bears into our stories, our
dreams, our nightmares, our lives. We have always sought
them out where they live, for their hides, their meat, their
beauty, their knowingness. Human country and bear country
exist side by side. As Sherry Simpson suggests, the relationship
between bears and humans is ancient and ongoing and, in
Alaska, profoundly and often uncomfortably close. A huge
number of North America's bears live in Alaska: including at
least 31,000 brown bears, 100,000 black bears, and 3,500 polar
bears. And nearly every aspect of Alaskan society reflects their
presence, from hunting to tourism marketing to wildlife
management to urban planning. A long-time Alaskan, Simpson
offers a series of compelling essays on Alaskan bears in both
wild and urban spacesibecause in Alaska, bears are found not
only in their natural habitat but also in cities and towns.
Combining field research, interviews, and a host of up-to-date
scientific sources, her finely polished prose conveys a wealth of
information and insight on ursine biology, behavior, feeding,
mating, social structure, and much more. Simpson crisscrosses
the Alaskan landscapeiin...
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