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Nuclear power plants -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 1 - Introduction: Ch. The Seven-Sided
Coin 5 at a cost of tens of millions of dollars because any other choice. The future of nuclear power of
unexpectedly rapid deterioration. While would appear to be bleak. there is no specific reason to think a new Yet
there is more to nuclear power than the plant would not operate its full life expect-well-publicized problems
affecting some reactors. ancy without major repairs, no reactor is yet In fact, many have been constructed
expeditious-old enough to have demonstrated it. There ly, and are operating with acceptable reliability. also is
the possibility of long-term shutdowns Some have enjoyed spectacular success. For in-because of accidents
such as Three Mile stance, the McGuire unit 2 of Duke Power in Island. Furthermore, a nuclear utility is North
Carolina was completed in 1982 at a cost vulnerable to shutdowns and major modifi-of 900 kW, less than a third
of the cost of the cationsnot only from accidents at its own Shoreham plant in New York. The Vermont Yan-
facility, but also from accidents at any other kee plant operated in 1982 at 93 percent avail-reactor. ability, one
of the best records in the world forPublic support for nuclear power has been any kind of generating plant.
Calvert Cliffs sup-slipping, largely due to concerns about safety plieselectricity to Baltimore Gas and Electric
cus-and costs. Public concerns can manifest tomersat 1. 7...
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