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The University of Alabama Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, A Concise Natural History of
East and West Florida (2nd annotated edition), Bernard Romans, Kathryn E.Holland Braund, Braund presents
the only annotated edition of Bernard Romans's rare and valuable 18th-century account of his observations in
the southeastern United States. Bernard Romans's "A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida,"
William Bartram's "Travels," and James Adair's "History of the American Indian" are the three most significant
accounts of the southeastern United States published during the late 18th century. This new edition of Romans's
"Concise Natural History," edited by historian Kathryn Braund, provides the first fully annotated edition of this
early and rare description of both the European settled areas and the adjoining Indian lands in what are now
the states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Romans's purpose in producing his "Concise
Natural History" was twofold: to aid navigators and shippers by detailing the sailing passages of the region and
to promote trade and settlement in the region. To those ends, he provided detailed scientific observations on
the natural history of the area, a summary of the region's political history, and an assessment of the potential
for economic growth in the Floridas based on the area's natural resources. A trained surveyor and
cartographer and a self-taught naturalist, Romans supplied detailed descriptions of the region's topography
and environment, including information about the climate and weather patterns, plants, animals, and diseases.
He provided information about the state of scientific inquiry in the South and touched on many of the most
important intellectual arguments of the day, such as the origin of the races, the practice of slavery, and the
benefits and drawbacks of monopoly on trade. In addition, "Concise Natural History" can be placed firmly in
the genre of colonial...
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