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illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: . . . until it had become a divine institution, and that, consequently, the testimony of
Herodotus to its Egyptian origin must be overthrown as contradicting Scripture. But any one who takes into
consideration the natural proneness of all nations to the adoption of painful rites and customs, will see ground
for rejecting that theory. Burckhardt details practices still more barbarous, and which had no religious
sanction to enforce them. It has been made a further objection, that the previous existence of the practice
would disqualify it for a rite of Divine appointment, as if the value of such rite depended upon novelty in its
invention: as well might the sacrament of Baptism be impugned on the ground that people in tropical climates
had dipped in the warm stream of rivers from time immemorial. Burckhardts Travels in Nubia, p. 340. Lanes
Translation of the Elf Leyl. w. leyl. eh. i, Note 13. Clot Bey, Apercu General le |Egypte, torn, i, ch. 6. t Patricks
Commentary. Clarkes Commentary. Hyde, Rcl. Vet. Persar. The rite of circumcision was practised by the
Egyptians from the earliest times; and the antiquity of its institution in Egypt is fully established by the
monuments of the Upper and Lower country, at a period long antecedent to the Exodus or the age of Yoseph. t
Its origin, as HerodotusJ learnt, both among the Egyptians and Ethiopians, was so ancient, that he could not
ascertain which of those two people borrowed it from the other, though several...
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