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Ingredients The growing awareness of the many roles of specific milk components is helping to boost demand
for those components as ingredients. The dairy industry is developing technologies to economically and
efficiently extract and process these components of milk. Within the dairy ingredient complex - which includes
fat, sugar ( lactose ), and proteins - proteins are the targets of much of the research and development ( see box
Milk Proteins: Economic Significance and Uses ). The growth in new markets for milk proteins exemplifies the
transformation of milk from a commodity to a value-added product tailored to meet specific consumer
requirements. Milk proteins are a major part of functional food product formulations, and their use is expected
to grow ( Gloy, 2004 ). The outlook for milk protein markets is promising given current demand trends among
both food proces-sors and consumers for protein ingredient specificity. For processors and manufacturers, the
confirmed functionality of ingredients, not perceived or intangible values, determines market values. Dairy-
based ingredients have the potential to evolve into truly global products traded in a world market, and pricing
is likely to become highly competitive as this market matures. Milk Proteins: Economic Significance and Uses
The rapid rise in the milk proteins market is the result of growth in demand from food processors. Processors
require specialized ingredients for processed cheese, yogurt, bakery products, and nutritional foods, such as
high-protein sports drinks and energy bars. In the United States, imports of milk protein concentrates ( MPC )
have been encouraged in part by the higher...
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