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Historical Sketch, 1824-1900 The Leeds Mechanics Institution was among the first of its kind to be established in
this country. It originated in the year 1824, when two rooms, one for the library and the other for the classes,
were taken in a house at the back of Park Row, on part of the site now occupied by Messrs. Marshall and
Snelgrove s premises. The promoters of the Leeds Institution undertook to supply at a cheap rate, to the
diDerent classes of the community, instruction in the various branches of science, which are of practical
application to their trades or occupations, by the following means, viz.: - Circulation of scientific books, classes
in the higher branches of Arithmetic, Mathematics, Mechanical Drawing, and the principles of Mechanics and
Chemistry, public lectures, and the constant display of models and machines, scientific apparatus and
instruments. This liberal programme was carried out in such a manner as to cause Lord Brougham to cite
Leeds Mechanics Institution, in his well-known pamphlet, as an example to be followed by other towns. The first
President was Mr. Benjamin Gott, the grandfather of the present Bishop of Truro. The Leeds Literary Institution
was established in 1834, in Commercial Buildings, with the object of supplying books for popular reading, which
were not included in the library of the Mechanics Institution. An Exhibition held in 1839, in the Music Hall,
realised 1,825, and with this sum, and donations afterwards received, it was decided to purchase the premises in
South Parade, built for a Hall of Science, and which are now occupied by the Young Men s Christian...
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