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Irving, American historian and essayist, was born on April 3, 1783, in New York, of a family which came
originally from Scotland. He knew Europe well, and was equally at home in London, Paris, and Madrid; he held
the offices, in 1829, of Secretary to the American Embassy in London, and, in 1842, of American Minister in
Spain. He was deeply interested in Spanish history, and besides the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus,
he wrote The Voyages of the Companions of Columbus, The Conquest of Granada, The Alhambra, and Legends
of the Conquest of Spain. He was an industrious man of letters, having an excellent style, wide knowledge, and
pleasant humour. His chief work was the Life of George Washington, of which we give an epitome elsewhere.
Other writings include A History of New York, by Diedrich Knickerbocker, the celebrated Sketch Book,
Bracebridge Hall, Tales of a Traveller, and a Life of Goldsmith. Irving did not marry, and died on November 28,
1859, in his home at Sunnyside on the Hudson River, and is buried at Tarrytown. The Life of Columbus was
published in 1828 and is now obtainable in a number of popular editions. For more eBooks visit www. kartindo.
com This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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