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the Negro: Its Rise Progress and Present Status; Being an
Address Delivered Before the National Educational Association
at Its Late Meeting at Chautauqua, N. Y Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen: I come before you to-night to discuss a subject of the
deepest public concern; and I am happy to know that my
audience is composed of persons with minds broadened by
culture, liberalized by learning and capable of weighing
properly whatever may be advanced. I am happy, moreover, to
believe that sufficient time has now elapsed for reason to begin
to assert her sway, and that men of all sections of our common
country are now prepared to hear with candor. This I shall
expect of my present audience; and I do not believe I shall be
disappointed. I promise on my part to exercise the same candor
which I look for in you. African slavery, either fortunately or
unfortunately, was introduced into the colony of Virginia in the
year 1620 - two hundred and sixty years ago. Soon after, this
example...
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